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5. 23J08-1,2, 92x73cm(each, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
3 2 6. 23J08-3, 92x73cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
- 7. 23J08-4, 92x73¢m, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
9 ll|3 8. 13J08, 92x76cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
Rooftop ll 10 12
yf o = 9. 250608, 116x89cm(each), 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
15 8 . 10. 13A08, 116x89cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
1. 2gMo8, 92x6ocm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
< 8 7 6 5 4
12, 02A08, 92x6ocm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
14 13. 12A08, 116x89cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
14. 07JLo8, 150x195cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
1. 17A08, 195x150cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas 15. 1A08, 200x150cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
2. 27JU08, 150x195cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas 16. 11F08, 92x6ocm(each), 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
3. 11J08, 130xg7cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas 17. 21A08, 140x62cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
4. 14Jo8(triptych), 92x73cm(each), 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas 18. 27A08, 73x60cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
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1979 M.F.A. Department of Fine Arts, Hongik University, Seoul, Korea

Charcoal has been used as a medium of painting for a long time. The fact that Lee, Bae

started his artistic career with charcoal suggests a lot of things to us. Charcoal, a burned

substance, is not a flexible material. It is rather like a hollowed skin. Maybe Lee chose this

medium for his works out of the interest in the refining power that this processed material

has. It would be more proper to say that he made the medium itself speak for the

expression of his works.

Since 2000, Lee has been absorbed in two dimensional works using charcoal as medium.

His works are made up with black and white areas. The structure is very simple; black

strokes on the white background. It is not easily noticeable that the black lines are painted

with charcoal. Reflected by the white background, the strokes have more elastic materiality

than those which painted in Chinese ink on rice paper. A special gloss is covering them,

which is incomparable to the simple and natural expression of Chinese ink spread on paper.

It is hard to say that the black lines on acrylic surface are intended to make either a

shape or a word. They rather seem to represent a state between a visual form and

handwriting.

Lee's art started with his own discovery of charcoal search for the changing aspects of

the properties of material between creation and extinction. He has focused on the changing

phenomena of 'life' rather than making a definite form or sign. They are rather like spaces

where the seeds of life slowly spout and grow. Lee is showing the inner landscape in a

more secret and careful way, which shows the circulation of a creation and extinction of a

seed which spouts, grows as a thicker plant, has leaves, flowers and fruits, then falls on

the ground and is varied as a seed again. It represents the secret inner order inside the

phenomena of life through the extreme abstraction and abbreviation.
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17A08, 195x150cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas

27JU08, 150x195cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas

11J08, 130x97¢m, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas

14Jo8(triptych), 92x73cm(each), 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
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23J08-1,2, 92x73cm(each, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
23J08-3, 92x73cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
23J08-4, 92x73cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
13J08, 92x76cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
250608, 116x89cm(each), 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
13A08, 116x89cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
29Mo8, g92x6ocm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
02A08, 92x60ocm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
12A08, 116x89cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
07JLo8, 150x195cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
1A08, 200x150cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
11F08, 92x6ocm(each), 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
21A08, 140x62cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas

27A08, 73x60cm, 2008, Acrylic medium, charcoal black on canvas
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